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XSC BRIEFING o 3 Jamuary 1855

TH: DJILAS-DEDIJER APFAIR

1. Alwmost one yoar after he was ceater of major Yugoslav in-
ternsal policy disputs, NMilovas Riilag--ex-¥ice President of

Yugoslavia and formorly ome of "Big Four"~-stands accused of

criminglly making propagands againat state. Accused with

hia, and responsible for the blow-up coming at this time,

is his stroag supporter, Viadisir Dedijer--Central Committee

nember and Tito's official biographer,

& The origimal "Djilas Affair™ had itz origins in series
articles by Djilas, pubdblished from Oct '83 to early Jan
t34. Djilas, who was then bosa of party's propaganda
activitien, proposed greater "political dewmocracy” for

! Yugonslavia,
.1. Proposal brought basic ideclogical dispute into open:
; #.) ©Om one hand, Tito and party lesders knew that
| /// / following Seviet system in Yugo could only lead
25X1 /. // rigid bureaucracy, Hence must develop scme
| \g4ﬁ7 o/ T "democracy,” startimg in ecomomic sector.
7/ & nealistically reslised, however, that political

control must remain with party, since Yugos,
if given chance, would rejeet sociaslism, Held
that "political democracy” could come only after

economic system was fullysocialist,

Bb.) DBjllam on the other hand, held that no “democracy”™
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could develop while party kept political coatrel,
Beltieviag Yugos alresdy had ascoepted socialisw,
he proposed establishment of competing politieal
groups, Besulting free political discussion, in
piilas® view, would be oaly way to fiad propsr
economic forss,

2, Party leaders originally swallowed Djilas' articles
which, im double talk, seemed sgme as own line plugging
greater economic “democracy.”

B a,) V¥oke up ouly when Diilas started attack on saobbery
ot Party wives and sybaritic lives of bureaugratic
party leaders,

b.) Held Central Cowmittee diwpussion, condesned
Bjilas® views, relieved him of all party and
goverament posts,

3, Only important party member who supported Djilas was
Dedijer, Dedijer continued as Central Committee mem-~
ber, although dropped from fereign policy post in
Parliament,

%, Duriag intervening months, controveray lay dormant: Diilas

turned in party card in April '54., A= private cltizen,

lived on government pension, doving traasliation work,

Dedijer taught at Belgrade University, claimed he was out

of political work,

i. Although Tite said Djilas was politically dead, he

obviously was not, His staasd for more "politieal
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democracy” was ksowm ia Yugoslavia and was propagated
abroad through interviews with visiting foreign
politicians, journalists,

2, Dedijer's comntinued support for Djilas' ideas also
known, Rumors in Belgrade political circles saild the
two men were slowly makiag politicsl comeback,

1I. Affair was revived op 27 NEovesber,’S54 whea party Ceatral Cowm-
nittee met just before Tito's departure for India,
i, Sowme leaders appareatly felt Djilas views still too promi-
nent, decided Dedijer should be disciplined.

1. Latter was subject to party discipline, since still

- Comtral Cosmittee wmember, whersas Diilas oaly s
private citizen,

2. Tito expecting repercussions among youngexr party ele-
ments, may well have plamned action for time when he
away on trip, thus disssciating self from move, also
reoeuphasizinsg ite routine nmture.

B. Party Control Commission met (17 Dec '54) to see whether

Dedi jer still supported Djilas' views.

i1, Dedijer challenged committes's competence 1o question
hin, walked out of meeting,

2. Then sought out Yesterm correspondents in APpRrEnt
attempt to gaim support through foreigs press.

3. Djilas almo gave interview to Westera correspondent,
said govermment controlled by “undemocratic forces,”
time had come for formation of second socialist partiy.
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C. Vice-President Kardelj publicly blasted both men on

27 Dec '54, accusimg them of blackmailing comtry, under.

mining Yugo foreign policy.

1., 28 Dec '54 proposal to strip Dedijer of party posts
foliowed by removal of parliamentary immunity from
prosecution,

2. Trial now being prepared for both mea on charges of
propagsndizing against state,

111.Consequences of affair can be comsidered under followving beadings:
A, TYoreign Policy~-ao change,
1., Csa discount Dedijer's emotional claim that move against

him is result of comnivamce between USSR and Yugo party
for purge of those behind '48 break,
2, Djilas discounts any suck Soviet influesce, calls affair
sirietly an iatra-party struggle,
3, Soviet resction limited to reporting without comment,
B, Party aad regime stability--nc threat.

1. Top Yugo leaders, isnlnéiﬁg aray, remain loyal te
regime., .

2. Party members supporting Djilas’ ideas do mot occupy
positions of power--are maianly junler party clemants
such as students, writers, istellectuals.

3, Actuslly, regive is less worried about any excess of
iiberal incliaation among regional Commmist Party
leaders than it is by an opposite desire of those

jeaders to return to more rigid, suthoritarian systes
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4.

Ho matter hov effectively men are silenced, idcological
dispute will continue.

Diilas realizes party is wroag, for as long as 1t con-
trols all power, no "democracy” can start.

Farty realizes Biilas is wrong, for concession of
political power now would mean end of Communist progras
in Yugoslarvia.

regime may react to this unforeseen publle revival of
Diilas affair as follows:

Hush up the case possibly even dropping 21l criminal
charges against the two men. The criminal case was
apparently cooked up without Tite's kanowledpe,

8light rttram&hnen1: in c¢ivil liberties, reversing
tendoncy of recenl years. However, the regiwe will

try to avoid more odunoxious police techuniques.

Mild, fairly smal)l purge of lower~level pariy members
who have deviated too far toward Diilas' views,

General tighteaing of party discipline, particularly

in press, universities, etc.

., Tito regiwe will continue developument its own brasnd of

*Yugoslav socialism,.”

i.

Eardelj's speech {27 Dec *54), whick sharply condemned
Diilae and Dedijer nonetheleoss reaffirmaed more 'liberal’

recent goverawment and party policies.
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a.) Party's role is to remsain one of persuasion, not
of forcible direction.

b.}) Cooperation with otheor socialist parties is to
continue.

c.) DPeasant collectives sre out--vere wrong to begin
with~-cooperatives of ¥Westera type are evantual
answer for mocializiag agriculture,

2. Regime will probably coatinue guch policies, in attempt
to prove that “democracy” can firet cowe inm the economy,

even though the partiy restains 21l political power.
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